
















D e s i g n  P r o c e s s  a n d
P l a n n i n g  S u b m i s s i o n
R e q u i r e m e n t s

It is recommended that applicants make contact

with the local planning authority at the earliest

stage to discuss submission requirements and

initiate the design process appropriately.

Clearly there will be different approaches to

small infill schemes and large new estates. It is

expected that development briefs will be agreed

for larger sites to provide a good basis for

design development.

The process required is analysis-based, context-

driven and creative, to produce highest quality

design. At the outset a developer/designer

should:

� explore the policy framework (national/ 

local/neighbourhood)

� explore existing area-based studies (for 

example, Conservation Area appraisals, 

Village Design Statements, Urban Design 

Strategies)

� explore relevant precedents of highest 

quality design (designer's own portfolio, 

journals, books, site visits, responses to 

similar contexts).

outlineoutlineoutline

D I S TA N T  V I E W (photomontage at night)

D I S TA N T  V I E W  (sketch)

Im
ag

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
 b

y 
C

ar
ey

 J
on

es
 A

rc
hi

te
ct

s

The key stages for all proposals are:

� analysis - existing situation (site and adjacent areas) - a thorough 

analysis provides a good foundation for the next stages of the design

process

� concept - broad proposals based on analysis

� scheme - proposed layout and form based on concept

� detail - based on analysis-concept-scheme.

Within each stage a series of analyses/ illustrations is needed, and

these should form part of the design statement in the planning

submission. For the designers, this process is both iterative and cyclical,

as each stage provides an opportunity to explore and test ideas.

The range of analyses, annotated maps and illustrations (existing and

proposed) required will depend on a variety of site specific issues,

raised by their scale, the particular proposals and their surrounding

context. 

5

        





7

outlineoutlineoutline

P o l i c y  C o n t e x t

A change in approach to residential design is being pursued at both

national and local level. There is a significant amount of good design

guidance for residential development available at the moment. 

The Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE), the

House Builders Federation (HBF) and other professional groups are

contributing to the debate / initiative at a national level. The Office of

the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) is responsible for the Planning Policy

Guidance notes which provide a basis for the importance of good design

(PPG1), for considering housing (PPG3). In particular there is a strong

foundation for this guide in the following national government

documents:

� By Design: Better Places to Live (A Companion Guide to PPG3)

[DTLR/CABE, 2001] - provides broad and detailed guidance to 

improve residential design (houses, spaces and mixed uses).

� By Design: Urban Design in the Planning System - Towards Better 

Practice [DETR/CABE, 2000] - sets out the importance of design 

issues in the statutory planning system.

� Places, Streets and Movement: A Companion Guide to Design 

Bulletin 32 - Residential Roads and Footpaths [DETR, 1998] - provides

clear direction to ensure that places to live are not dominated by 

unrelieved vehicular areas.

Other important national documents include:

� Inclusive Mobility: A Guide to Best Practice on Access to Pedestrian 

and Transport Infrastructure (DoT, 2002) - the overall objective of 

the guide is to provide inclusive design and through that achieve 

social inclusion

� Crime & Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: places a duty on local 

authorities to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and 

disorder - this includes the design of residential development.

“We believe we are about to see a step change in the quality of new

housing.” 

(Building for Life team - HBF, CABE and the Civic Trust - 2002).
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