
The Estate

The Temple Newsam estate covers 1500 acres 
of stunning parkland, lakes and woodland. 
The leading landscape architect of the mid 
eighteenth century, Capability Brown was 
responsible for the landscape that we can still 
enjoy today. The gardens are renowned for the 
Rhododendron and Azalea walk and feature the 
National Plant Collections of Delphinium, Phlox and 
Aster novi–belgii. 

Europe’s largest working rare breeds farm, 
with over 400 animals, is set within the original 
estate Home Farm. You can freely explore the 
cobbled yards to discover an interesting mixture of 
recreated workshops, exhibitions and rare breeds 
of livestock, all housed in the original buildings. 

Timeline

Temple Newsam Temple Newsam Road, off Selby Road Leeds LS15 0AE
Telephone: 0113 2647321

Family Tree

Temple Newsam is famous for its magnifi cent 
collections of furniture, ceramics, paintings, 
silver, textiles and wallpapers which are spread 
over 40 fully restored rooms for you to visit.

On fi rst impressions the House appears to be 
arranged over three fl oors. However, each wing 
has a slightly different fl oor arrangement which 
can be confusing. We hope that this guide will help 
you to make your way through this vast House. 
There is a route to follow but please ask the visitor 
assistants if you need help. Take your time and use 
the seating that is available throughout the House 
or perhaps take a break in the Stable Courtyard tea 
room and come back once you are refreshed.

We hope you enjoy your visit to Temple Newsam. 
Let us know what you think by adding to our
visitor book.

Welcome to 
Temple Newsam 
House
Facilities

• Please ask for a FREE audio guide

• Seating is available throughout the House

• Ask about the trails and ‘things to do’.

• Baby change facilities are available 

•  A private space can be provided for nursing 
mothers.

Accessibility

•  A passenger lift to all fl oors except to the South 
Wing and the bullion rooms

• Level access via the South Terrace 

• Adapted toilets available 

• Mobility scooters can not be accommodated 

• A wheelchair is available 

• Assistance animals welcome

Polite Notices

•  We ask that visitors do not consume food or drink 
in the House

•  For conservation and security reasons 
photography is only permitted with prior written 
permission

• The House is a smoke free zone

•  Buggies and pushchairs must be left in the 
Great Hall (except when attending activities in the Still Room) 

•  Large bags and umbrellas must be left with 
reception staff in the Great Hall

•  CCTV operates throughout the building for the 
security and safety of our staff, visitors and 
property. 

•  Visitors are requested to keep to the visitor route 
and not cross the ropes

Visitor Information

House guide
and more...

www.leeds.gov.uk/templenewsamhouse

Why not visit our other 
Edwardian historic estate, 
Lotherton Hall?

A treasure house of fabulous fashion, pictures, 
silver and ceramics – with bird garden, red deer park, 
and formal gardens.

     www.leeds.gov.uk/lothertonhall

1086: First mention 
of Neuhusum in the 
Domesday Book.

C1155: Neuhusum or 
Temple Newsam given to 
the Knights Templar. 

1500 - 1520: Thomas Lord 
Darcy builds a mansion. 

1537: Temple Newsam 
seized by the Crown after 
Darcy’s execution for 
leading the Pilgrimage of 
Grace.

1544: Margaret Countess 
of Lennox is given Temple 
Newsam by Henry VIII. 

1545: Henry Lord Darnley 
born at Temple Newsam.

1565: Elizabeth I seizes 
Temple Newsam after 
Lord Darnley’s marriage 
to Mary Queen of Scots.

1622: Sir Arthur Ingram 
buys the estate for 
£12,000. 

1688: Arthur third 
Viscount Irwin inherits 
Temple Newsam. He has 
nine sons – fi ve inherit.

1721: Second son, Rich 
dies having lost a fortune 
in the South Sea Bubble.

1736 -1746: Fourth son, 
Henry creates the Picture 
Gallery.

1758: Capability Brown 
commissioned to 
landscape the park. 

1807 – 1841: The estate 
is inherited, in turn, by 
sisters Lady Hertford and 
Lady William Gordon and 
new interiors created in 
the South wing.

1871 - 1904: The widowed 
daughter in law of Hugo 
Meynell Ingram, Mrs 
Emily Meynell Ingram, 
completes major 
developments in the 
House and estate.

1904: Mrs Meynell 
Ingram’s nephew the Hon 
Edward Wood, the fi rst 
Earl of Halifax, inherits. 

1922: The 917 acre 
park is bought by Leeds 
Corporation for £35,000, 
the House is given free.

1940 – 1945: Paintings 
from the City Art Gallery 
are evacuated to Temple 
Newsam. 

1948: Lord Halifax returns 
100 family pictures, 
the House develops as 
a museum of fi ne & 
decorative art.

2001 - 2003: House 
closed for major 
restoration.

2003... work continues.

Sir Arthur Ingram
Buys the house 1622

Sir Arthur Ingram the younger (1596-1655)
Inherits from father

Henry Ingram 1st Viscount Irwin (1641-66)
Inherits from father

Arthur 3rd Viscount (1665-1702)
Inherits from brother

Edward 4th Viscount (1656-1714)
Inherits from brother

Rich 5th Viscount (1688-1721)
Inherits from brother

Arthur 6th Viscount (1689-1736)
Inherits from brother

Henry 7th Viscount (1691-1761)
Inherits from brother

George 8th Viscount (1694-1763)
Inherits from brother

Charles 9th Viscount (1727-1778)
Inherits from uncle

Isabella Lady Hertford (1760-1834)
Inherits from father

Frances Ingram Shepheard (d 1841)
Inherits from sister

Hugo Charles Maynell Ingram (1783-1869)
Inherits from aunt

Hugo Francis Meynell Ingram (1822-1871)
Inherits from father

Emily Charlotte Wood (1840-1904)
Inherits from husband

Edward Wood (1881-1959)
Inherits from aunt

visit the gift shops and tea room 
in the Stable Courtyard
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Don’tforget!
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Great Hall (Ground Floor)

Tudors (3rd Floor) Bullion Rooms (4th Floor)
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Great Hall

Gentlemen’s Passage

Mr Wood’s Library

Chinese Room

Terrace Room
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South Passage

Prince’s Room

South Bedroom

23
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Dining Room

Serving Room

Book Room

Little Gallery
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South Dressing Room

State Bedroom

State Dressing Room
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Lady William Gordon’s Room

Darnley Room

Grey Room
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Sir John Ramsden’s Dressing Room

Red Dressing Room

Bretton Room
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Bullion Room

Red Passage

Stone Staircase 
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Temporary Exhibitions

Textile Room

Miss Scot’s Room 
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Oak Staircase

Still Room
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Gallery Passage

Picture Gallery

Georgian Library

Bathroom

Crimson Bedroom
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Crimson Dressing Room

Dark Room

Boudoir

Indian Dressing Room

Gothic Room
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The Still Room  
(Room 10a)

Detail from the Bretton 
Room livery cupboard 
c1535 (Room 34)

Pearlware figure of a 
horse, probably Leeds 
Pottery c1820 (Room 10a)

Charger, slipware, signed 
and dated by Thomas Toft 
1674 (Room 38)

Harewood writing table, by 
Thomas Chippendale c1771 
(Room 3)  

The 1740s Doll’s House 
(Room 32)
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South Wing (2nd Floor)

The State Bedroom  
(Room 27)

The Five daughters of 
Charles, ninth Viscount 
Irwin by Benjamin Wilson 
(Room 10)

The Adoration of the 
Shepherds Matthias 
Stomer c1600 -1656  
(Room 24)

Columbia Jays in the hand 
painted Chinese wallpaper 
(Room 4) 
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West Wing (1st Floor)

Portrait of Miss Ingram: 
The Blue Lady  
(Room 20)

The Picture Gallery  
(Room 12)

The Oak Staircase,  
built 1894 - 7 (Room 10) 

Girandole,  
by James Pascall 1746 
(Room 12) 

Kirkleatham centrepiece 
(Room 38)

Don’t Miss...

Don’t Miss... Don’t Miss...

Don’t Miss...

Unisex Toilets

Disabled Toilets

Lift

Blue Striped Dressing Room

Blue Striped Room

Information Desk

Gentlemen’s Toilets

Ladies Toilets
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Portrait of Arabella Stuart 
attributed to Marcus 
Gheeraerts c 1561 -1635 
(Room 30)

Great Hall (Ground Floor)

South Wing (2nd Floor) Tudors (3rd Floor)

West Wing (1st Floor)


