
Are you an established speciality food business  
with something unique to offer?

APPLY TODAY 

M A N Y  STO R I E S  TO L D.  
M A N Y  ST I L L  TO  T E L L .

CO M M E R C I A L 
PAC K



Make history 
AT  K I R KG AT E  M A R K E T

Kirkgate Market is a world famous icon in the high-performing retail 
destination of Leeds, ranked 3rd in the UK retail rankings outside London. 
£617 million has already been invested in Leeds city centre to enhance 
shopping and leisure facilities and Leeds is the 2nd largest financial and 
business services centre outside of London with an economy worth £52 billion 
per annum. 

Situated in the heart of the city centre, five minutes’ walk from the rail station and right next to the bus 
and National Coach station, and with its own NCP car park, Kirkgate Market’s location for footfall is 
already enviable, evidenced by more than 8.5m visitors through our doors last year. 

However, the £150m Victoria Gate shopping and leisure centre opposite the market, which has the 
largest John Lewis store outside London and a further 800-space car park, makes Kirkgate Market 
quite simply the hottest place in town for your business.



Kirkgate 
M A R K E T

Founded in 1857 and the birthplace of Marks and Spencer Plc which still has 
a stall here, Kirkgate Market is a stunning Grade 1 listed building which has 
grown and expanded over the decades and is now proud bearer of the title of 
largest indoor market in Europe. The indoor market has a total footprint of 
c.75,000 sq ft, complimented by a 180-stall open market. Both are open 6 days 
a week (indoor market 7 days a week in December), from 8am to 5.30pm. 

Kirkgate Market is owned and managed by Leeds City Council, which has invested a huge £13m+ in a 
major refurbishment, including redesigning the layout and offering everything today’s savvy shopper 
might expect – bright, spacious fresh food areas, space for speciality markets, a dedicated events 
space and a place to meet friends, sample cuisines from around the world, use the free wifi or just 
people-watch. These smart new spaces, launched in the Spring of 2016 sit alongside the stunning 
architecture and traditional market layout of the Victorian and Edwardian halls, together providing a 
home to over 200 permanent businesses and up to 75 temporary stalls for speciality markets.

Kirkgate Market has been voted Britain’s Favourite Market in 2015 and 2016, and was awarded the Trip 
Advisor Award of Excellence in 2014 and 2015. We have a large and loyal following on social media with 
over 20,000 Twitter followers and 7,000 likes on Facebook as well as our own dedicated customer-
facing website, www.leedsmarkets.co.uk – especially important in a city with over 37,000 students at 
our 3 universities, a significant AB/ABC1 catchment area comprising Leeds city centre and wealthy 
surrounding areas such as Harrogate, Otley, Ilkley and York.

The Council invests significantly in the promotion and marketing of Kirkgate Market locally, regionally 
and nationally and the Markets team have done many on and off site promotions and events working 
with partners such as West Yorkshire Playhouse, Johnston Press, Leeds Rhinos, Leeds United and 
Monarch Airlines to name just a few.



The 
O P P O R T U N I T Y

The events space at Kirkgate Market, the Kirkgate Canteen, is a huge new attraction. 
The current traders are some of the most innovative street food vendors in the whole 
of the city, representing various world cuisines. 

We’re looking for a unique trader that will compliment our existing offering, presenting traditional dishes 
in exciting ways. The traders here will benefit from night time events and can stay open longer on these 
occasions. 

With events ranging from live music to wedding fairs, there’s huge footfall in this area. Combining this 
with its location, right next to the busy Kirkgate Pantry area, and the 8 million customers per year that 

visit Leeds Markets, it’s a fantastic location. 

We are offering:

•  Low risk, easy in/out terms •  Affordable rents for high-profile, city centre location
•  Assignable lease •  High specification food units – walk in and trade.



The 
LO C AT I O N

Situated in one of the city’s most iconic buildings, Leeds Kirkgate Market is in 
the heart of the city centre. The site has excellent public transport links with the 
train station just a short walk away and the bus station situated right behind 
the open market.

The area has recently undergone a major redevelopment project with the opening of Victoria Gate 
centre, which holds the largest John Lewis store outside of London. 

YORKSHIRE 
PLAYHOUSE

COLLEGE 
OF MUSIC

TRAIN
STATION

VICTORIA
QUARTER

OUTDOOR 
MARKET

CORN
EXCHANGE

NCP

BUS AND 
COACH 
STATION

BOAR LANE DUNCAN STREET

P
A

R
K

 R
O

W

A
L

B
IO

N
 S

T
R

E
E

T

GEORGE STREET

UNION ST

L
O

W
E

R
 B

R
IG

G
A

T
E

V
IC

A
R

 L
A

N
E

H
A

R
E

W
O

O
D

 S
T

R
E

E
T

N
E

W
 M

A
R

K
E

T
 S

T

CALL L
ANE

C
A

L
L

 L
A

N
E

THE HEADROW

FOOD & 
BEVERAGE

AREATRINITY

VICTORIA GATE
JOHN LEWIS 

PARTNERSHIP

KIRKGATE
MARKET

COVERED MARKET 

YORK STREET

A61

KIRKGATE

KIRKGATE

NEW YORK STREET
CITY

SQUARE

P

M
IL

L
 H

IL
L

B
IS

H
O

P
G

A

TE STREET

N

EW
 STATION STRE E

T

B
R

IG
G

A
T

E

EASTGATE



The 
P L A N S

The units
All the units in this pack are located in the newly refurbished Kirkgate Market.

The units have undergone complete refurbishment and redecoration. Most are fitted with hygienic 
cladding to all main walls and ceilings, all have non-slip hygienic floor covering and sealed integrated 
lighting. Stall fascia and sign boards must comply with Grade 1 listing (guidance provided). 

ELECTRIC SPUR (WITH DISTRIBUTION 
BOARD) – 3 PHASE AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED

WATER SUPPLY INLET AND STOP TAP

HAND BASIN

SINK AND DRAINER

WATER HEATER

INTERNAL DRAINAGE POINTS

FIRE SPRINKLER PROTECTION

AMPLE DOUBLE SOCKETS

ALL UNITS ARE PROVIDED WITH THE FOLLOWING:



C A F É

I
D E TA I L S

The 
D E TA I L S

CAFÉ I

Annual Charges excluding VAT  

Café I is located in the newly refurbished Kirkgate Canteen in the 
1976 Hall. This Hall is a multi purpose area that incorporates a 
diverse program of events and activities to maintain and increase 
our popularity among city shoppers. 

The regular activities have included unique daily markets such as a Teenage Market 
and a Valentine’s Market, art displays, musical offerings, kid’s holiday entertainment 
and more. In the coming months, we’re hosting an Easter Market, a Job Fair, a music 
event as part of Live At Leeds and more. Some of these events continue into the 
night which means the cafés in this hall can benefit from extended opening hours. 

We already have a number of permanent tenants benefiting from this quirky and 
unique dining experience. We are looking for a tenant to fill the remaining café who 
can bring something new to this area as well as complement the existing offerings.

 Hall Unit Sq Ft Rent        Service/C  Business Rates

 1976 Café I 215 £903.00      £300.84       £5,200.00



U N I T

3
D E TA I L S

The 
D E TA I L S

UNIT 3

Annual Charges excluding VAT  

Found in the Upper 1976 Hall is Unit 3 which lends itself to 
having a dedicated seating area. The spot was formerly the 
famous Lemon Tree Café. 

The tenant can participate in night time events and extend their opening hours past 
the normal hours, and they also get all the benefits of being part of this exciting new 
area as the Upper 1976 Hall is adjacent the Kirkgate Canteen. 

The range of events lined up for the area mean that it’s a perfect opportunity for an 
exciting and growing trader or business. 

 Hall Unit Sq Ft Rent        Service/C  Business Rates

 1976 3 689 £1,894.75    £713.69        £10,900.00



U N I TS

401
& 

402
D E TA I L S

The 
D E TA I L S

UNITS 401 & 402

Annual Charges excluding VAT  

If you’re looking for something central then Units 401 & 402 are 
available in the heart of the market. 

The location couldn’t be more perfect. Benefitting from heavy footfall due to its 
central spot, being near the entrance opposite John Lewis and being located close to 
the historic 1904 Hall, the birthplace of Marks & Spencer. 

This unit has been recently refurbished so you’ll be finding yourself in a prime spot 
with a brand new ventilation system installed as well as having been rewired and 
hygienic wall covering in the kitchen. The unit is also large enough to incorporate 
personalised seating area. 

 Hall Unit Sq Ft Rent        Service/C  Business Rates

 1981 401 & 402 423 £1,013.44    £427.94        £5,800.00



U N I T 

BS1
F LO O R
P L A N

The 
D E TA I L S

UNIT BS1

Annual Charges excluding VAT  

This is a newly constructed unit, found between the new Kirkgate 
Canteen and the Kirkgate Pantry, home to butchers, fishmongers 
and fruiterers. 

It’s a corner unit that is ready to be used as a food unit, with the ability to have a 
dedicated seating area. It also benefits from being able to trade into the evening 
when nighttime events are on. 

The unit is mainly suitable for light food as it currently has no extraction although it’s 
possible this may change in the future. 

 Hall Unit Sq Ft Rent        Service/C  Business Rates

 1875 BS1 276 £1,201.75    £285.89        £6,900.00



How 
TO  A P P LY

Excited? Can’t wait to launch your business here? 
Start by reading through the detailed information and plans for each unit we have available, contained 
in this pack. Then simply complete the attached application form with as much detail as possible telling 
us why your business is right for Kirkgate Market. Don’t forget to enclose your business plan. Closing 
date for all applications is the 17th March. 

If you have any questions, just get in touch.
For any questions about the Council’s strategy, our refurbishment, our plans for the future or anything 
to do with marketing, promotions or events, contact Sue Burgess. Sue heads up the Markets service for 
the Council. You can call Sue on 0113 378 1950 or email susan.burgess@leeds.gov.uk

If you want to know about rents, service charge, or about the terms of the lease agreement, get in 
touch with Parveen Ahmad or Timothy Dixon by calling them on the same number or emailing parveen.
ahmad@leeds.gov.uk or timothy.dixon@leeds.gov.uk

If it’s a bit more technical or you have a question about day to day operation of the market and the site, 
you need Chris Ashby. Chris is the deputy manager and looks after anything operational. Same phone 
number or email chris.ashby@leeds.gov.uk

We look forward to hearing from you! 

PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION BY POST TO: 

Leeds City Council, Markets Service, 34 George Street, Leeds LS2 7HY

OR FOR ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS PLEASE EMAIL: 

markets@leeds.gov.uk


