
Dog Control Orders – Frequently Asked Questions. 
 
Responsible Dog Ownership 
Leeds City Council has made Dog Control Orders (DCO’s) to help keep the minority to 
irresponsible dog owners in line with the majority of responsible dog owners. 
 
What do the Dog Control Orders cover? 

• Failure to clear up after your dog 
• Allowing a dog to enter land from which dogs are excluded (for the full list of areas 

please visit www.leeds.gov.uk/dogs) 
• A single person walking more than 4 dogs 
• Not putting, and keeping, a dog on a lead when directed to do so by an authorised 

officer 
 
I've been told to put my dog on a lead. Why? 
A dog owner must put their dog on a lead when directed to do so by an authorised officer of 
the council. This applies across the city of Leeds. It does not replace the requirements of 
Section 3 of the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 which covers the offence of having a dog 
dangerously out of control in a public place. 
 
There may be occasions when you cannot control your dog as well as you would like to; 
perhaps because of other dogs in the area. Sometimes, other people may feel intimidated 
even though you feel you have your dog under control. An authorised Council officer may 
therefore ask you to put your dog on a lead. This may only be for a short time and once the 
situation has changed the officer may agree to you letting your dog back off its lead. 
 
Leeds City Council recognises that it is very important for animals to be sufficiently exercised 
and support responsible dog owners in promoting healthy lifestyles. Many dog owners 
exercise their pets, not only to help their dog remain healthy, but to meet other people and to 
exercise themselves. The Council fully supports this and in the majority of parks throughout 
Leeds, most areas continue to be available for you to exercise your dogs on or off the lead. 
However remember that when your dog is off lead, you must take extra care to ensure your 
dog does not frighten or alarm other animals or people. 
 
I didn’t see it happen! 
Being unaware of the offence is not an excuse. Please ensure your dog is kept within sight 
and under proper control at all times. 
 
It’s not my dog/I don’t have a bag on me! 
If you are the person in control of the dog at that time then you are legally responsible for it. 
Not having a bag to pick up the faeces is also not an excuse; you should always take a bag 
out with you. 
 
What do Dog Control orders mean? 
Failure to abide by the Leeds Dog Control Orders could result in you receiving a Fixed 
Penalty Notice or being prosecuted under the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 
2005.  Prosecution can result in a fine of up to £1,000. If you accept and pay a Fixed Penalty 
Notice then no further action will be taken against you for that particular offence. The cost of 
a Fixed Penalty Notice is £75. If a fixed penalty Notice is not paid, you may be prosecuted 
for the offence. The easiest way to avoid prosecution or a Fixed Penalty Notice is to be 
a Responsible Dog Owner and not to commit the offence 
 
For further information on Leeds City Council’s responsible dog ownership scheme including 
dog control orders, please visit www.leeds.gov.uk/dogs 


