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Overseas Adoption (Inter-Country Adoption)             
Frequently Asked Questions / Advice 
Leeds City Council, like other local authority adoption agencies, can provide initial advice on overseas adoption and can consider undertaking assessment (home study) for suitable applicants wishing to adopt from abroad. Given our required priorities to provide services for those wishing to adopt Leeds looked after children, we are only able to offer a limited service for those wishing to adopt from overseas. Local authority adoption agencies prioritise applications from their own postcode residents. In Leeds, we prioritise from Leeds postcode residents only. 

Why adopt from overseas?

There are many reasons why people and families may wish to adopt from abroad – including, relative / extended family adoption; the limited number of babies available to adopt in the UK; publicity concerning orphaned or abandoned children overseas. The information here is intended to provide some introductory guidance on adopting from abroad and the service this agency can provide.

Where can I get information on adopting from overseas?

For those starting out on the process, we can provide some guidance on overseas adoption procedures; information on ‘designated’, ‘non designated’ and Hague convention recognised countries and factors affecting approval / suitability to adopt. This information is included in the introductory leaflets ‘Inter-country Adoption’ (BAAF) and the Dfe'  Guide to Inter-Country Adoption for UK Residents '( this leaflet may be subject to amendment from April 2011) . For enquiries and discussion on Overseas Adoption, please contact us on: 
(0113) 247 4747 (Office Hours)       

Adopting from overseas can often be complicated, very much depending on the country from which you want to adopt a child from. We strongly advise that in order to make an informed decision about overseas adoption, you should access the range of information and up to date guidance available before considering any application. 

Recommended sources of advice and information:
^^ Dept for Education (Dfe) / Intercountry (Overseas) Adoption   

website: www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/families/intercountryadoption
The Inter-Country Adoption Centre     Advice Line / Tel: 0870 516 8742


website: www.icacentre.org.uk

How do I identify a child to adopt from overseas?

The responsibility for identifying children available is with the authorities in the child’s country of residence. Each country will have ‘designated’ ‘non designated’ or ‘Hague convention’ status regarding adoption and in addition, can be subject to their own law, practice and procedures.  

Information on designated / Hague Convention countries is available from the Dfe website. We recommend you access the Government’s (Dfe) contact number / website (detailed above) for up to date information on all aspects of overseas adoption. For non relative adoptions where the child is not known, it is strongly advised that you seek approval as adopters in the UK before embarking on identifying a specific child. This is to guard against the problem of leaving an identified child in inappropriate circumstances whilst your assessment and approval has yet to be agreed and achieved.

How do apply for a Home Study report? 

Having achieved enough research and obtained the information you think you need to proceed, you should approach your own local authority or voluntary adoption agency for advice. Leeds City Council considers Leeds postcode resident interest only. 
We need to discuss in detail any interest or intention to adopt from abroad before advising if we could pursue your interest and that you meet required criteria . Following discussion and only if we agree to proceed, you will need to write to us at the address below (FAO: The Adoption Manager). The letter needs to include some detail on which country you intend to adopt from and information on the research you have so far completed.

We will then be able to give you advice on timescales for allocating staff to achieve your application and home study. This will involve a staff visit to your home to achieve an initial assessment of your interest. We need to prioritise the wide range of adoption work that we are expected to undertake and will need to offer you guidance on the availability of our adoption staff to achieve an overseas adoption home study. We anticipate that given our current commitments, it could be up to six months before allocating an adoption worker to start an overseas adoption home study following agreed formal application.
What is involved in a Home Study? 

The Home Study report is required to assess applicants suitability and to seek a recommendation from the agency adoption panel for approval as adopters. The main purpose of the report is to ensure a child’s needs will be met appropriately by the applicants. Reports are based on a standardised (BAAF) format and completed by a qualified adoption worker in conjunction with the applicants. The process also involves the need to confirm applicants medical / health suitability, a range of references and Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) checks.

How long will the Home Study take? 

Home study assessment reports are achieved by a qualified adoption worker visiting applicants on a regular basis. The report / preparation process can take up to six months to complete before being presented to a adoption panel for approval. There is also a preparation course to attend as part of the process.
What happens after approval?

A Leeds Adoption Panel will recommend approval and once ratified by the Agency decision maker, will then forward the home study report to the relevant government department (normally the Dfe - Dept of Education).  The process then depends on which country you wish to adopt from – the ‘central authority’ for handling the process and procedures is the Dfe. It will then forward the reports / papers to the to the authorities in the country concerned. The Dfe is charging for this processing service from April 2011
(please see Important Note below). 
Are there charges for a Home Study? 

Yes. For 'non -agency' adoptions (those not involving the adoption of a Local Authority looked after child) agencies make a charge for the completion of a home study report and training/preparation. Charges cover agency costs, including appointing qualified adoption staff to prepare applicants and complete the home study report and preparation training. Our current charge is £4,500. (Charges are subject to annual revision) . There will be likely additional costs for applicants to meet in order to achieve overseas adoption dependent on the country concerned (these are costs are not charged by Leeds City Council) including new application processing charges introduced by the Government from April 2011. 
Are there alternatives to Overseas Adoption? 

Leeds City Council prioritise placing a wide range of Leeds children for adoption, on average 80 annually. The children are mainly aged between 2 – 7yrs and include single children and family groups who need placing together. For information on adopting with Leeds, please visit : www.leeds.gov.uk/adoption
Leeds City Council           Adoption Services,  Merrion House, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8QB 

Tel: (0113) 2474747        
(Office Hours – Mon - Fri 8.30am – 5.00pm)
email:


ss.fostering.and.adoption@leeds.gov.uk

website:


www.leeds.gov.uk/adoption

                  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Important Note on Charges: From April 1st 2011, The Dept of Education (previously Dcsf) Inter Country Adoption Service (Darlington) will commence charging for processing overseas adoption applications .The full fee could be up to £1,775 (dependent on income). For details, please visit the Dfe website.  
