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What is Boardmaker?

Boardmaker is computer software that contains
thousands of Picture Communication Symbols.
Each copy of Boardmaker in Leeds Libraries
contains over 11,000 symbols.

Symbols can be used with anyone who may
need additional support with communication.
They can be used with:
- Children and adults with Autistic Spectrum
Disorders
People with English as an additional
language
Anyone with a disability or impairment that
affects communication or memory

You can use symbols to create visual schedules
or reminders, to create instruction sheets or
social stories, or to support PECS (Picture
Exchange Communication System).



Symbols for communication support
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Boardmaker in Leeds Libraries

Boardmaker software is available in 25 libraries
across Leeds. You can book sessions with a
librarian to learn how to use Boardmaker, then
use it whenever you need to print your symbols.

Every library with Boardmaker has a laminator
so that you can laminate your pages and
symbols after printing.

There is no charge for using Boardmaker
in libraries

Regular library charges apply for printing
There is no charge for laminating your
pages and symbols

If you want to book a Boardmaker session with

a librarian, or if you just want to book a computer
to use Boardmaker, contact any of the libraries
that have the software.



Libraries with Boardmaker

Chapel
Armley Beeston Bramley Central Allerton
Compton Cross Dewsbury
Chapeltown Road Gates Road Garforth
Guiseley Halton Headingley | Holt Park | Horsforth
. Moor

Middleton Allerton Morley Oakwood Otley

Pudsey Rothwell Seacroft Wetherby | Yeadon

Telephone Enquiry Express for more details:

0113 247 6016
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What else can Boardmaker do?

Boardmaker symbols can be adapted and
customised to suit your needs. You can edit
symbols, change colours, combine symbols or
use your own digital images.

Leeds Central Library has Boardmaker Plus!
Boardmaker Plus! has all the print features of
Boardmaker and you can also:
Use multimedia capabilities such as voice,
video and animation
Create on-screen activities such as
quizzes, games or worksheets
Use the samples and interactive templates
that come with Plus!

Book a Boardmaker session with a librarian to
learn how to create personalised symbols using
the editing features in Boardmaker. We can
also show you how to use digital images in
combination with Boardmaker symbols.



Symbols with digital images and activities
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Boardmaker in everyday use

As well as helping people who have Autistic
Spectrum Disorders, symbols and visual support
can help lots of other people who may have
difficulty with communication.

Some of the groups who might benefit from
using symbols:

- Children and adults with learning difficulties
and/or physical disabilities

- People with specific language disorders

- Older people with some forms of dementia

- Anyone who has lost some language skills
after a stroke, accident or illness

Boardmaker can display symbol labels in dual
languages and 44 languages are available in the
software. This means that Boardmaker symbols
can also be used to support people who have
English as an additional language.



Symbols for reminders and language support
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More support in Leeds Libraries

There are monthly Autism/Asperger’s advice

sessions at Leeds Central Library. You can:
Meet other parents, Leeds ABC Support
Group, professionals such as STARS
team, Speech and Language Therapists
and library staff
Share ideas and resources for children
and young people with Autism/Asperger’s
Learn how to use Boardmaker software

Some libraries have collections of Makaton
resources including Core Vocabulary sets and
Something Special DVDs. Makaton symbols
and signs provide a visual representation of
language.

As well as Makaton resources, libraries have

hundreds of books about communication, child

development, specific conditions and disabilities.
Just search the catalogue at
www.leeds.qgov.uk/libraries




Advice sessions, Makaton resources and books



Virtual Library
Access hundreds of information books and
resources online from any Leeds library or
from home or work
www.leeds.qov.uk/24hourlibrary

Enquiry Express
Any question, we’ll try to find the answer -
free!
Telephone: 0113 247 6016
Email: enquiry.express@leeds.gov.uk
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