How Leeds City

Council can help you

Leeds City Council has powers to make sure
your home is free from serious hazards and
is suitable for you to live in.

Our officers can inspect rented properties to
identify any hazard(s). Your landlord will
then be asked to take steps to reduce or
eliminate the hazard(s) within a given time
period. The council will decide the best
course of action if your landlord fails to
comply with the legal requirements.

In some cases the council can carry out the
work and recover the costs from the
landlord. Because of the formal procedures
the council has to follow, it may take time
before repairs are carried out, but
emergency repairs will be dealt with more
quickly.

Private Sector Housing Repair - we will:

° Respond to urgent enquiries within 1
working day subject to a professional
assessment by the officer of its public
health importance

Respond to non-urgent enquiries
within 5 working days

Take enforcement action where
necessary within 40 working days of
the offence taking place.

Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMO's)
- we will:

Take enforcement or improvement
action within 90 working days of
offences taking place.
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This information is available in Large Print,

Braille, on Audio Tape or Computer Disk.

Leeds City Council

Health and Environmental Action
Services

Millshaw Park Way

Leeds

LS11 OLS

Tel: 0113 222 4406

E-Mail: env.health@leeds.gov.uk

Repairs in your home

I his leaflet provides general
advice on landlord and tenant
responsibilities for repairs for anyone

living in private rented accommodation.




Who is responsible for repairs?

Under the Landlord and Tenant Act 1985,
landlords are legally bound to maintain and
repair:

. The structure of your home (roof, walls,
floors and windows)

. The outside of your home, (for
example, the gutters, drains and

pipes)

. Installations for water heating, space
heating and sanitation (baths, sinks,
toilets and basins)

In addition, the Housing Act 2004 and
Environmental Protection Act 1990 gives
the council the authority to take action
against any proprietor who provides poor
living conditions.

The Housing Act 2004 details 29 hazards that
can be assessed in a property and covers
items that are associated with or arising from
some of the following:

e Damp and Mould

e Excess Heat/Cold

e Falls

e Fire safety

¢ Electrical safety

e Crowding and Space
e Food safety

. Hygiene

Local authorities have a duty to take action in
the case of serious hazards and also have a
power to act in respect of hazards that carry
lower risks.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

Landlords have a legal duty to ensure all gas
installations and appliances are checked and
maintained by a qualified Gas Safe engineer
(Council of Registered Gas Installers).

Your landlord should issue you with a copy of
the up to date gas safety record.

Furniture and furnishings provided by your
landlord must meet the fire resistance
requirements in the Furniture and Furnishings
(Fire) (Safety) Regulations 1988. Most
furniture will have a manufacturer’s label on
it saying if it meets the requirements.

If a property is occupied by three or more
unrelated persons it is classed as a House in
Multiple Occupation (HMO). If there are five
or more unrelated persons in a property with
3 or more storeys then the property must
have a licence. The licence states certain
conditions about the amenities available to
you and adherence to fire safety regulations.

TELLING YOUR LANDLORD

ABOUT DISREPAIR

You must notify your landlord in writing
(either directly or via the agent) listing any
repairs that need to be done.

If your landlord refuses to carry out essential
work or if you feel the work is taking too long
to complete you should seek advice from
Leeds City Council Health and Environmental
Action Services.

Never be tempted to stop paying your rent
without first seeking legal advice. You must

keep all copies of correspondence as you
may need to produce them later.

ACCREDITATION

Leeds City Council operate an Accreditation
Scheme whereby landlords agree to a set of
standards relating to both management and
repair that is above the legal minimum
standard. If you need to rent accommodation
in the Private Rented Sector we strongly
recommend you seek

property from an Accredited
Landlord Leeds
Landiord &d8

For further information visit: !

FURTHER ADVICE

For further advice about standards in private
rented accommodation or to arrange a
property inspection, please telephone

E-mail env.health@leeds.gov.uk

For legal advice about tenancy agreements or
if you are experiencing difficulties with your
landlord, please telephone

Housing Options on 011 141
E-mail housing.options@leeds.gov.uk

For further advice on licensable HMOs contact

For information on furniture fire safety contact
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