Breary Marsh
Loecal PNature

Reserve

Introduction
Breary Marsh is one of the best examples of a wet valley alder wood in West Yorkshire, a habitat which was once
common along streams and river valleys in the county. It is also home to many different species of insect, some
of which are characteristic of ancient fen habitats and are becoming increasingly scarce. For these reasons, much
of Breary Marsh has been designated as a nationally important Site of Special Scientific Interest.

This map shows you a numbered route around the reserve. Surfaces range from firm along the boardwalk to soft
through the woodland, so please wear sturdy shoes and be prepared for wet weather and muddy
conditions.

What is a habitat?

Habitats are places where animals and plants live. Those found within Breary Marsh are fen and willow scrub,
alder carr, oak and birch woodland, meadow, ponds and streams. The areas where habitats merge with each other
are particularly rich in wildlife, Plants such as meadowsweet and common valerian can be found where carr and
meadow merge, while animals often make use of different habitat types for feeding, resting and rearing young,
What makes a habitat?

Habitats are shaped by local environmental conditions, such as geology, climate and geography.

The different habitats at Breary Marsh are influenced by differences in ground level, and show a
transition from waterlogged to drier habitats where the ground rises.
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