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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 
 
Background  

1.1 Leeds is the second largest metropolitan district in the country, covering 552 square kilometres. 
Although Leeds itself is an extensive urban area, the surrounding countryside accounts for 
approximately two-thirds of the city council's total area, with the majority being designated as 
Green Belt. A key feature of the Leeds landscape is the considerable variety of landform, 
vegetation, patterns of cultivation, character of settlements and communications networks, 
which together create the great diversity of landscape character within the area.  

 
1.2 In July 1993, Land Use Consultants were commissioned by Leeds City Council, with support 

from the Yorkshire and Humberside Region of the Countryside Commission, to produce a 
District wide landscape assessment of the area covered by the Leeds Countryside Strategy, 
(which largely corresponds with the Leeds Green Belt boundary).  
 
The objectives of the landscape assessment, as set out in the brief were to:  

(i)  describe and analyse the landscape character of the District, identifying individual 
landscape types and those features/elements which characterise them;  

(ii)  provide a landscape framework to:  
• guide and inform those responsible for development, landscape change and the 

management of landscape;  
• seek to conserve and enhance the characteristic landscape types of the area;  
• seek to avoid management methods and forms of development which would be 

detrimental to landscape character;  
• specify measures to meet land management objectives;  
• identify areas where little or no original fabric remains, where there are opportunities 

to create new landscapes.  
(iii) identify the factors which have had an influence upon landscape change in the past and 

those that are likely to do so in the future, in making recommendations on how to 
respond to these changes;  

(iv)  have regard to local perceptions of landscape both past and present, 'sense of place' 
and areas of local landscape value.  

 
Content of the report  

1.3  This report sets out the results of our assessment, which has been based on both desk study 
and detailed field survey, as set out in Appendix A. It is divided into three parts:  

 
Part 1, made up of Chapters 1 to 7, describes the Leeds landscape and the forces that have 
shaped it, as well as considering the way that it has been perceived in both the past and the 
present. It also sets out general management strategies and guidelines which are applicable for 
the whole of the Leeds landscape.  

 
Part 2 describes the character of the landscape types which have been identified within the 
Leeds area. It also sets out the management strategies and guidelines for each of the 
landscape types, with the aim of conserving and enhancing landscape character and 
responding to pressures for change.  

 
Part 3 contains detailed descriptions of individual landscape units, which are locally distinct 
landscape areas, and specific guidance on the conservation and enhancement opportunities in 
each area.  
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