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Confidentiality and disclaimer agreement 

 
Following discussions with the Patent Office and to guard against any possible loss of 
novelty of a potentially patentable product or process and as a recognition that no patent 
or trade mark search can be considered totally reliable and conclusive Leeds City Council 
requires from every enquirer a signed copy of this agreement before its staff can give 
assistance with any enquiry which may be related to a patent or trade mark application. 
 
Enquirers should retain a copy of this agreement. 
 
1. Both parties hereby acknowledge that any information  (whether technical or 

commercial) supplied by the applicant to Leeds City Council in connection with a 
proposed patent, is given soley for the purpose of Leeds City Council  undertaking a 
prior art search on behalf of the applicant. 

 
2. Leeds City Council undertakes to keep all such information confidential and shall not 

disclose any such information to any third party whatsoever except where such 
information is already in the public domain or is required by a court of competent 
jurisdiction. 

 
3. Leeds City Council hereby  undertakes not to use any such information other than for 

the purpose of carrying out the prior art search on behalf of the applicant. 
 
4. Leeds City Council whilst taking every reasonable care to ensure the accuracy of the          

information it provides for searches of patents and trademarks does not guarantee the 
accuracy of such information.  In any event Leeds City Council’s total liability to the 
Applicant / Agent whether in contract, tort or otherwise in respect of any search carried 
out on behalf of the Applicant / Agent shall not exceed the sum the Applicant / Agent 
has paid to the council in respect of that search. 

 
(Blanket agreement for patent agents) 
Both parties hereby acknowledge that any information ( whether technical or commercial) 
in connection with any proposed patent which the agent has supplied to Leeds City 
Council on behalf of any applicant for which it acts,  is given soley for the purpose of 
Leeds City Council undertaking a prior art search on behalf of the applicant. 
 
Signed for enquirer / agent:     Date: 
 
Signed for Leeds City Council:     Date: 


