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VILLAGE /  NE IGHBOURHOOD DESIGN STATEMENTS 
- THEIR PURPOSE AND A CONTENT CHECKLIST - 
lage Design Statements (VDS) are promoted by the government’s Countryside Agency and supported 
Leeds City Council, as a means of promoting good design, appropriate to its local context. They may 
o be applied to Parish Plans and in neighbourhoods within the city’s urban boundary. Developed by 
al communities in conjunction with the City Council, a range of skills are needed in their preparation, 
luding leadership, public consultation, report writing, visual analysis, photography, plan drawing / 
tching, editing and desk top publishing. The process leading to their adoption is illustrated overleaf. 

e six key aims of a Village or Neighbourhood Design Statement are: 

 To enable communities to analyse and define the value of their local environment  
 To act as a tool for assessing the local character of an area 
 To assist the City Council in steering future development to respond to and respect  that character  
 To guide smaller changes ("permitted development")  
 To prompt the scope for local environmental improvements and support community initiatives 
 To become adopted and used by the Council as a material consideration in planning matters 

omprehensive VDS will have something to say about each of the following elements. The figures in brackets give 
 recommended relative weighting to be given to each topic; these may vary according to the local context. 

TTLEMENT (5%) 
 Settlement evolution and historic maps 
 Location and boundary definition plans 
 Political and administrative boundaries  
 Land and building uses 
 Population and its age distribution 

ARACTER  (20%) 
� Open Spaces - significant public / private paved 

/ grass areas; mapped 
� Topography  
� Mapping of character areas 

ILT FORM  (20%) 
 Age, type, scale 
 Wall materials + features – stone, brick, render  
 Windows – type, materials, colour 
 Front doors and porches 
 Roofs types, materials, chimneys 
 Relationship to the street 
 Front gardens, open / enclosed 
 Garden sizes and character 
 Boundaries – walls (brick / stone), fences, 

railings, gates, piers, posts 
 Key recommendations 

GHWAY (5%) 
� Visual character of local roads 
� Footway type, kerb and surfacing materials, 

grass verges, hedgerows, walls etc 
� Street furniture - post boxes, lamp columns, 

seats, litter bins, bus shelters, railings, signs 

VIEWS & MOVEMENT (20%) 
� Landmarks and important views -church spires, 

bridges, viaducts, hill tops, landmark trees, 
important buildings or street scenes 

� Poor views and eyesores 
� Links – footpaths, ginnels, bridleways, roads 
� Public transport links 
� Social places - shops schools places of worship 

café / restaurant  pubs village hall 
� Safe routes to school 

HABITATS (10%) 
� Public greenspace, common land 
� Gardens types 
� Meadows 
� Watercourses and ponds 
� Woodland 
� Scrub / disused land 
� Field hedges & walls 

COUNTRYSIDE (20%) 
� Farm type & general character 
� Field sizes and crop 
� Woodlands - type age species use 
� Farm gates and stiles - particular types 
� Footpaths bridleways - formal public rights of 

way and "use by custom," desirable 
improvements 

ere a VDS becomes adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document ,  i t  should focus on mat ters 
ich are wi th in the proper  scope of  p lanning considerat ions.  I t  should be supplementary to and 
s is tent  wi th adopted UDP pol ic ies and the emerging Local  Development  Framework,  and assis t  in  
i r  local  in terpretat ion.  See the Countrys ide Agency’s  guidance and the City Council’s planning webpages,   
w.countryside.gov.uk   www.leeds.gov.uk/planning 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Sustainable Development Unit 
Development Department 

The Leonardo Building 
2 Rossington Street 

Leeds   LS2 8HD 
Deve lopment  Enqu i r y  Cent re ,  te lephone:  (0113)  247  8000 

E-mai l :  landscape.p lann ing  @leeds .gov .uk  
www.leeds.gov.uk/planning  
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