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Green Space – Quantity, Quality and Accessibility Assessment 
1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. As part of the preparation of the Site Allocations Plan (SAP) a range of Background
Papers were produced providing supporting evidence and further details.  The Green 
Space Background paper set out the approach to designating green space, based on 
the Leeds Open Space, Sport and Recreation Assessment 2011, with more up to date 
assessments leading to the Submission Draft Plan 2017.  The analysis of surpluses 
and deficiencies in terms of quantity, quality and accessibility of different types of 
green space (or ‘typology’) is reproduced here.  Over time there will be gains and 
losses in greenspace when, for example, planning applications satisfy green space 
policies and new green space is provided as part of a new development.  The Site 
Allocations Plan states that the surpluses and deficiencies by typology will be 
monitored and updated by the Council.  Subsequent updates will therefore be 
reproduced as supporting information to the adopted SAP. 

2. PURPOSE

2.1. This document contains information regarding the quantity, quality and accessibility of
green space designated through the Site Allocations Plan against the standards set 
out in Core Strategy Policy G3.  It includes assessments of quantity (for each green 
space type per ward) and quality (of each site) and plans showing accessibility buffers 
for each type by Housing Market Characteristic Area (HMCA).  This information will be 
used to help direct resources for future green space provision when the opportunity 
arises, including to improve provision in areas of deficit and poor accessibility.  There 
is also scope to change typologies or seek certain typologies on planning applications 
where there are excessive amounts of land in one typology to address deficiencies in 
other typologies, however the suitability of sites would need to be carefully assessed. 

2.2. Much work was undertaken during the preparation of the Site Allocations Plan to 
improve and update the quality of information on green space sites however the 
information in this document is, inevitably, a snap-shot in time (as at May 2017) and 
will become out of date.  Therefore there will be regular and systematic monitoring and 
updating of the data to ensure this document provides a valuable steer to future green 
space provision and assists in the protection of existing sites.  It is proposed that the 
green space data will be reviewed at least every 3 years and revised versions of this 
document will be published. 

3. IMPORTANCE OF GREEN SPACE

3.1. The protection of open green space is a long established function of the planning
system in recognition of the importance of open areas in the fabric of our 
neighbourhoods and the quality of our lives and the need to safeguard open space in 
the face of development pressures.  Such areas provide opportunities for recreation 
and nature conservation as well as maintain and improve the quality of Leeds as a 
place to live, work and visit. 

3.2. There is a need for different types of green space to offer a variety of opportunities for 
formal and informal recreation.  Planning policy should be protecting the allotments, 
playing pitches, playgrounds, woodland, grassed areas that exist and securing new 
areas where provision is poor.  The public has access to many of these areas however 
even those which cannot be publicly accessed have a visual amenity function. 
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4. POLICY FRAMEWORK

Existing green space

4.1. Policy G6 (Core Strategy, 2019) establishes the principle of green space protection 
whilst the Site Allocations Plan designates green space sites across the city under 
Policy GS1 which are identified on the Policies Map.  1663 sites are designated which 
are shown on plans and listed in Appendix 1. 

New green space 

4.2. Policy G4 (Core Strategy, 2019) sets out the policy framework for providing new green 
space through housing development.  It sets out quantity requirements and guidance 
on whether new green space is provided within the housing development site (i.e. on 
site) or off site (new actual green space or commuted sum in lieu of provision).  If the 
green space is to be provided within the housing site, Policy G4 sets out a number of 
considerations to assist decisions relating to what type of green space is provided.  
Para a)i) refers to calculations of local surplus and deficiency 

4.3. Policy G5 (CS, 2019) provides the policy framework for new green space provision in 
the City Centre. Green space will be sought on commercial, residential and mixed use 
schemes and should be provided on site unless it can be demonstrated that this is not 
feasible, when contributions in lieu will be required. 

5. SURPLUSES AND DEFICIENCIES

5.1. Policy G3 of the Core Strategy sets out the typologies of green space and standards
for quantity, quality and accessibility for each typology. 

Type Quantity per 1000 people Quality* Accessibility 

Parks and gardens 1 hectare Good (7) 720 metres 

Outdoor sports provision 1.2 hectares (does not 
include education provision) 

Good (7) Tennis court 720 
metres, bowling 
greens and grass 
playing pitches 
3.2km, athletics 
tracks, synthetic 
pitches 6.4km 

Amenity Green space 0.45 hectares Good (7) 480 metres 

Children and young people’s 
equipped play facilities 

2 facilities (per 1000 
children/young people, 0 -16 
year olds)(excluding 
education provision) 

Good (7) 720 metres 

Allotments 0.24 hectares Good (7) 960 metres 
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Type Quantity per 1000 people Quality* Accessibility 

Natural green space 0.7 hectares main urban 
area and major settlements, 
2 hectares other areas 

Good (7) 720 metres and 2km 
from site of 20 
hectares 

City Centre open space (all 
types including civic space) 

0.41 hectares Good (7) 720 metres 

*Sites were scored from 1 to 10, 10 being excellent quality, 1 very poor. A score of 7 is considered good

5.2. During the preparation of the Site Allocations Plan, assessments of the quantity, 
quality and accessibility of green space were undertaken to determine whether the 
standards in Policy G3 were being met. 

Quantity 

5.3. Due to the per 1000 population standard, this calculation was done by Ward as the 
Office of National Statistics provides population statistics at a Ward level.  The amount of 
green space in each typology in each Ward was totalled and divided by the population 
for that Ward (number of children 0- 16 for children and young people’s equipped play 
facilities) then multiplied by 1,000 to give an amount per 1,000 population. These figures 
were then compared to the quantity standards in Policy G3 which showed how much 
provision was over (surplus) or under (deficit) the standard.  The tables in Appendix 2 
indicate whether provision is over or under the standards and by how much, though they 
do not incorporate the additional capacity of 10% required under paragraph 5.5.23 of the 
Core Strategy, 2019.  The first table shows the amount per 1000 population (per 1000 
children for children and young people’s equipped play) as set out in Policy G3 whilst the 
second table extrapolates this information so it relates to the actual number of people in 
each ward (based on ONS Mid-Year 2014 Population Estimates). Overall, there is a 
great variation in provision across the typologies and Wards with no Ward meeting the 
standards of provision for all typologies. 

Quality 

5.4. Each site was assessed against 15 categories. A score between 0 – 10 was given to each 
category depending on the quality of the site and an average calculated. Sites scoring an 
average of 7 or above are considered to be a satisfactory standard whilst those below 7 
are sub-standard.  Quality scores for each site are available in Appendix 1 and plans 
showing whether sites score 7 and above or below 7 are attached in Appendix 3. 

Accessibility 

5.5. To assess the accessibility of sites, each site has been plotted with its corresponding 
‘buffer’ distance as set out in Policy G3. This highlights those areas within acceptable 
distances and those areas that fall beyond where new provision should be encouraged 
and focussed when possible. The plans are attached in Appendix 4. 
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6. EXCLUSIONS

6.1. There are no standards for cemeteries/churchyards, green corridors or private gardens
open to the public (Harewood House).  Private golf courses are not protected by the 
SAP and therefore are not included in the data presented in this document.  Areas of 
outdoor sport within the boundary of educational establishments are designated green 
space in the SAP and shown on the proposals map, but are not included in the 
assessment of surpluses and deficiencies as they are generally not available for wider 
community use. They are also not considered in the assessment of quality and 
accessibility and therefore do not appear on the associated plans in Appendix 3 and 4.  
1337 sites have been subject to analysis against the standards set out in Core 
Strategy Policy G3. 
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Appendix 1: Green Space Sites (including quality scores) 
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East Leeds - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd
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Inner Area - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd

Key
Housing Market Characteristic Area

Wards

Natural Greenspace - 20ha and above

Natural Greenspace - 2km buffer

Natural Greenspace - 720m buffer

Natural Greenspace - below 20Ha

60



North Leeds

Outer West
Inner Area

Aireborough

Outer North East

Outer North West

East Leeds

City Centre

Alwoodley

Harewood Ward

Horsforth

Roundhay

Pudsey

Armley

Adel and Wharfedale

Weetwood

Kirkstall

Otley and Yeadon

Moortown

Calverley and Farsley

Temple Newsam

Chapel Allerton

City and Hunslet

Killingbeck and Seacroft

Bramley and Stanningley

Farnley and Wortley

Gipton and Harehills

Headingley

Guiseley and Rawdon

Burmantofts and Richmond Hill

Cross Gates and Whinmoor

Hyde Park and Woodhouse

Beeston and Holbeck

© Crown copyright and database rights 2016 Ordnance Survey 100019567

North Leeds - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd
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Outer North East - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd

Key
Housing Market Characteristic Area

Wards

Natural Greenspace - 20ha and above

Natural Greenspace - 2km buffer

Natural Greenspace - 720m buffer

Natural Greenspace - below 20Ha

62



North Leeds

Outer North West

Aireborough

Outer North East

Outer West

Alwoodley

Adel and Wharfedale

Otley and Yeadon
Harewood Ward

Horsforth

Guiseley and Rawdon

Moortown
Weetwood

Roundhay

Kirkstall
Calverley and Farsley Chapel Allerton

© Crown copyright and database rights 2016 Ordnance Survey 100019567

Outer North West - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd
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Outer South - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd
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Outer South East - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd
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Outer South West - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd
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Outer West - Accessibility of Natural Greenspace
Sites below 20Ha within 720m buffer & sites 20Ha and above within 2km buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Natural Greenspace.mxd

Key
Housing Market Characteristic Area

Wards

Natural Greenspace - 20ha and above

Natural Greenspace - 2km buffer

Natural Greenspace - 720m buffer

Natural Greenspace - below 20Ha

67



Inner Area

City Centre

East Leeds

North Leeds

Outer West

Outer South West Outer South West

Outer West

Outer West

City and Hunslet

Armley

Burmantofts and Richmond Hill

Kirkstall

Gipton and Harehills

Beeston and Holbeck

Hyde Park and Woodhouse

Headingley Chapel Allerton

Farnley and Wortley

Temple Newsam

Roundhay Killingbeck and Seacroft

© Crown copyright and database rights 2016 Ordnance Survey 100019567

City Centre - Accessibility of City Centre Open Space within 720m buffer, Amenity within 480m buffer and Parks & Gardens within 720m buffer

Path: L:\CGM\GIS Projects\Site Allocations Submission Draft 2016\GREENSPACE ANALYSIS 2016\Greenspace Analysis 2016 Civic Space.mxd
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